PRODUCTION  OE RAW  INDIA-IIUEBEE.             47
Pontianak, it is got from the tree known as Dyer a costulata,
by breaking the bark and allowing the resin OILS exudation
to collect in tins. The coagulation, or rather preparation,
is effected by mixing it with water and petroleum spirit, a
small quantity of a special powder obtained from China
being also added. This powder has been whown to consist
of fibrous gypsum, and its supposed utility is not apparent.
The above materials having been well mixed together the
product is rolled into the balls in which it is exported.
Although numerous other substances have a legitimate
claim for consideration here, there are only two more
which seem to have any regular use. These are Chicle
gum, obtained from the Achras sapota, a common Central
American and Mexican tree, and Tuno, which is the
coagulated latex of the sterile rubber tree of Nicaragua and
Honduras. The latter is said to be used in conjunction
with balata in the belting manufacture, while the former,
though its principal application is in the chewing-gum
business, is reputed to be used in connection with rubber
insulation. These last products are very little in evidence
on the European rubber market, the United States taking
the bulk of the output.
Congo India-rubler.
It is a good many years ago since Stanley prophesied the
future greatness of the district known now as the Congo
Free State as a source of india-rubber. At the time non-
expert writers saw in this announcement the impending
fall of Brazil from her high position as the principal source
of the world's supply. The fact that the Congo region
produces no rubber of anything like the high quality of